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acutely aware that the engineer's gifts have been and
may be grievously abused. In some there is potential
tragedy as well as present burden. Man was ethically
unprepared for so great a bounty. In the slow evolution
of morals he is still unfit for the tremendous responsibility
it entails. The command of Nature has been put into
his hands before he knows how to command himself.

I need not dwell on consequent dangers which now
press themselves insistently on our attention. We are
learning that in the affairs of nations, as of individuals,
there must, for the sake of amity, be some sacrifice of
freedom. Accepted predilections as to national sove-
reignty have to be abandoned if the world is to keep the
peace and allow civilization to survive. Geologists tell
us that in the story of evolution they can trace the
records of extinct species which perished through the
very-amplitude and efficiency of their personal apparatus
for attack and defence. This carries a lesson for con-
sideration at Geneva. But there is another aspect of the
mechanization of life which is perhaps less familiar, on
which I venture in conclusion a very few words.

More and more does mechanical production take the
place of human effort, not only in manufactures but in
all our tasks, even the primitive task of tilling the ground.
So man finds this, that while he is enriched with a multi-
tude of possessions and possibilities beyond his dreams,
he is in great measure deprived of one inestimable bless-
ing, the necessity of toil. We invent the machinery
of mass-production, and for the sake of cheapening the
unit we develop output on a gigantic scale. Almost
automatically the machine delivers a stream of articles
in the creation of which the workman has had little part.
He has lost the joy of craftsmanship, the old satisfaction
in something - accomplished through the conscientious
exercise of care and skill. In many cases unemployment